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  Dedicated to my mother, Peggy Lee Selvey


  You showed me that God is real


  I hope I am like you


  Preface


  


  


  My original title for this booklet was Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People? But as I dove deeply into the subject matter, I discovered the better question is, what is God saying in all of this? I am learning that what I am going through is not nearly as important as what God is saying about what I am going through. Thus, the title changed to What Say You?


  


  The cover was designed by my friend Amy Beth Cruz. When Amy first showed me this beautiful painting she said, Its meant to be encouraging in the midst of the unknown, with feelings of being too small. I feel that way sometimesI think we all do. Like a child in the middle of a deep, dark, forest. Its way too quiet, and we feel all alone, with no one to guide us.


  


  When we are navigating the unknown, asking the wrong questions can make things even more complicated. Knowing where I am, for example, would not be nearly as helpful as knowing where I am goingand how to get there!


  


  Fortunately, God has not left us alone in the forest to find our way out. He is with useven inside of uswalking out every step too. And, He has provided answers to the right questions.


  


  Our map for navigating is Gods Word. This booklet is not meant to be an opinion piece. My hope is that it becomes more of a Bible study. For your convenience, I have included the referenced Scriptures in line with my comments, and I have done my best to not get in the way.


  


  As an avid reader, I am often tempted to skim over scripture passages I am familiar with, choosing to focus more on what the author is saying. Please, allow me to encourage you to linger on the versesread them more than once. If you do, I am confident the Holy Spirit will reveal more to you than I could ever hope to.


  


  Paul compares our life in this world to camping. We live in a tent, he says. Our permanent home is with God, in heaven. Sometimes when we are camping things go wrong. Rain comes at the worst time and water gets into the tent. One day the fish are bitingand the next day they are not. Ants show up. Sometimes bears show up! As an experienced camper, I learned the secret to enduring any hardship. I tell myself, This is only temporary. This is not my home. My home is safe, and dry and there are no ants, and best of allno bears!


  


  If we compare the journey of life in this day and age to that same camping trip, it may feel like the only thing we can see are big scary bears  COVID-19, earthquakes, disasters. I am so very thankful that my true home has none of these things, and sooner or later, that will be my permanent home. While I am here, on this earth, this is my chance to listen to what God is saying, and to obey.


  


  


  What Say You?


  


  


  John is the only gospel writer who records the story some call The Woman Caught in Adultery. I dont think Jesus would refer to that story using those words. I think of that story as simply Caught in the Act. After all, why should the woman be singled out? What about the man who also cheated? It takes two to tango. What about the many self-righteous ones around her with stones in hand?


  


  We all know the story. Jesus is in the temple teaching a group of listeners. The Pharisees hated Him for that, but there was little they could do because He taught with such authority that the people loved Himoften hanging on every word.


  


  On this particular day the Pharisees literally dragged a woman they caught in the act, into the teaching area. Perhaps she was from somewhere outside (or maybe the deed was done within the temple offices). They dropped her on the ground between Jesus and His class. This woman was caught in the act! they shouted accusingly. The Law of Moses commands us to stone her. What say you?


  


  John reveals an important side notethe Pharisees are trying to trap Jesus. They know He has been merciful to the masses, yet He upholds the Scriptures and the Law. So, what will He do? If He is merciful, they will condemn Him for not upholding the Law as given to Moses by God. If He is strict, they will point out to His followers that He is inconsistent in His message. Its a no-win situationor is it?


  


  We all know why bad things happen to bad people, dont we? Because they deserve it, right? Right! So how will Jesus handle this situation? Here is a woman on the ground, likely clothed only in the sheet from the bed they dragged her out ofor worse. It is also likely that shes been smacked around a bit already. She was probably insulted and abused along the way. Surely, she was crying. Most certainly she was a mess, lying in a heap, quietly sobbing. A hushed audience was looking on as the Pharisees brought this challenge. Bad things should happen to bad people. What say you, Jesus?


  


   ~ 


  


  Joseph, the favored son of Jacob, is a prime example of how a man who is following God can be cast into utter suffering and hardshipall at the hand of God. This dreamer, as his brothers mockingly called him in his younger days, came out on the other side of his trials shining brightly, ruled by humility and filled with gratitude. He would go on to inspire untold millions to endure hardships for the glory of God.


  


  The Bible is shamelessly transparent, and painfully revealing, as it describes the good, the bad and the ugly sides of all of its characters. King David comes to mind. The Apostle Peter is another. Both were devoted men of Godand yet, like the rest of usboth were flawed. The Bible is a tell-all book where everythings included. Joseph, however, lives perhaps the cleanest, most perfect life of anyone written about in Scripture. And yet few suffered as much and as long as he did. Some scholars suggest Joseph as a type of Christ. I have to agree.


  


  Josephs brothers were so jealous of Josephs favor with their father Jacob that they kidnapped him, and threw him down into a deep pit. Some wanted to kill him, but there was a holdout among the brothers, so they settled for selling him into slavery instead. As a slave, he was forced to serve in Egypt where he was betrayed again, this time by the wife of his master. He was quickly thrown into prison where he was punished for a crime he did not commit. You can see why Joseph is seen as a type of Christ. But wait, there is more!


  


  Joseph eventually prophesies his way out of prison because his spiritual gifts are so profound that everyone around him is astonished. He is lifted up from his dungeon prison and seated at the right hand of the king where he is given a position that is second only to the king himself. But wait, there is more!


  


  After establishing Joseph upon his throne, God forces his brothers to come before him where Joseph has the authority to punish them for all they have done. Listen to what Joseph says to his betraying, backstabbing, malicious brothers:


  


  As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. ~Genesis 50:20


  


  Joseph is saying God did this to me. He did not say God salvaged a bad situation and somehow turned it around for good. He didnt credit God with creating a silver lining inside of one Satans dark clouds. Joseph says, God meant it for good. In shortGod was behind everything Joseph went through. God is the orchestratornot the fixer. God does not say, Well, I cant really do anything about what is actually happening to you, but I can make a happy ending come out of it, eventually. Thats what a fixer does. God is so absolutely sovereign that nothing happens without his consent, for He holds all things together by the word of His power. Not one sparrow falls, apart from Him.


  


  Even our decision to follow Christ is a result of Gods predetermination. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will. ~Ephesians 1:11


  


  And no one is outside Gods sovereignty. The kings heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will. ~Proverbs 21:1


  


  Whatever sense we are trying to make of this fallen worldeven COVID-19our ability to deduce is of little or no significance. Everyone has an opinionbig whoop! Weve got to find Gods heart. We need the Good News. Everything else is Fake News!


  


  The Bible tells us that, Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool ~Proverbs 28:26


  


  Instead, we are instructed to, Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. ~Proverbs 3:5


  


  It makes sense for us to want to understand where God is and what He is doing, but we will never think our way into the truth of Gods reality.


  


  When bad things happen, the truth of where God is and what He is doing will never be discovered in think-tanks or discussions. The answers can only be discovered in Gods Word. For that is where God has revealed His many mysteries. Mysteries are not meant to remain hidden. They are meant to be discovered. If God means to hide a thing dear reader, it will certainly never be found. My current favorite passage of Scripture is the first few verses of Proverbs chapter two.


  


  My child,


  


  IF you listen to what I say, and treasure my commands.


  


  Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding.


  


  IF you cry out for insight, and ask for understanding.


  


  IF you search for them as you would for silver; seek them like hidden treasures.


  


  THEN you will understand what it means to fear the Lord, and you will gain knowledge of God. ~Proverbs‬ ‭2:1-5‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬


  


  Notice there are three IF clauses followed by one giant THEN promise.


  


  IF you do the IF


  


  THEN you get the THEN


  


  The word THEN in this case is the answer to our earlier questions about COVID-19 or any other hardship that seem unexplainable. Where is God in all this? I am sure at some point in Josephs life he asked the same question. In the pit perhaps? As a slave, or while in prison as an innocent man? In the end Joseph credited God as the author of everything he went through. God is sovereign, He has a plan, and I am part of that plan.


  


  In C.S. Lewis Perelandra, the main character Ransom, weary from the battle of being challenged repeatedly by an evil foe cries out to God in utter frustration, God, why dont you do something? To which God replies, Ransom, you are what I am doing.


  


  Genesis 3:1-19 tells the story of how the original sin affected the entire earthand still does.


  


  When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adams sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. ~Romans 5:12 NLT


  


  Death has never stopped spreading because mans rebellion against Gods ways has remained constant in the earthand this death is the result of sin.


  


  For the wages of sin is death. ~Romans 6:23


  


  The creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. ~Romans 8:2022


  


  Did you see that? It was God who subjected creation to futility. His purpose is clearly stated above, In hope that the creation itself will be set free…


  


  Gods plan is for all men to see their condition, repent, and seek Gods forgiveness. While God is allowing men and women time and space to repent, the ones who repent remain in the line of fire so to speak. Our world has been subjected to a war on sin. We live in a war zone from which there is no escape. For those who have been redeemed, however, the curse of death is no longer upon us. God has not promised to take us out of the line of firebut He has promised to sustain us through it. Believers have been forgiven and death no longer has any effect. The sting is gone. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. ~Psalms 116:15


  


  The physical worlds demise remains as an active drama displaying Gods moral outrage at mans rebellion against Him. This is necessary because we, as part of the rebellion, cannot possibly see how depraved the human soul really is. As long as the old nature resides within us, we must have reminders all around us of how bad our state really is.


  


  For example, when we neglect God, or choose the fleeting pleasures of this world over Him, we often dont feel a thing. But when the physical world around us starts falling apart, we immediately become aware of how badly things are going. We feel our physical pain all too well! We grieve, even became indignant when our physical bodies are touched in a negative waywhether it be loss of shelter, sustenance, or health.


  


  Disease, famine, povertyare they not all conditions provided by God to show us that something is terribly wrong with the world? This is Gods wake-up call to all men. Choosing a life that does not honor God above all else is a problem. Why? Because God is above all else and to deny that is to deny everything that He holds together. The earth experiences in natural ways the spiritual outrage that God demonstrates as a drama for all to see, the results of a fallen world. But as His children, we are not targets of His wrath, for He will sustain us through the perils of this fallen world even as the Son of God was sustained when He walked the earth.


  


  The contrast seen in the way Gods people suffer under the judgement that is already in the world is that the effects for us are purifying, not punitive. We share in the sufferings of Christ, not the wrath of God. Consider this next passage, being mindful this is a new covenant promise.


  


  It is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And, if the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner? ~1 Peter 4:1718


  


  Consider what Jesus said to His followers, knowing many of them would be caught up in the destruction of Jerusalem which was swiftly coming.


  


  Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life ~John 5:24


  


  Being in the same world where the drama of Gods outrage is unfolding is not the same as the being the object of His outrage.


  


  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. ~Romans 8:1


  


  Those who follow Christ share in His sufferings. And how did Christ suffer? He learned obedience through what He suffered. For Him it was discipline, not destructionand so it is for us who are His brothers and sisters (see Hebrews 5:8).


  


  For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son [and daughter] whom he receives ~Hebrews 12:6


  


  Every hardship mankind experiences, every judgement that comes, serves as a warning of the ultimate judgment that Jesus will execute upon His return.


  


  When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. ~Matthew 25:3132


  


  Jesus warned that as the end draws nears there will be an increase of wars, famines, and calamities. I believe we are seeing patterns similar to what a woman experiences during childbirth when contractions progressively grow more intense and happen closer together. Believers who faithfully endure their generations trials as unto the Lord, will be like a mother who has finally given birthglad in the endforgetting the anguish because of the end result, (see Matthew 24).


  


  Paul offers a similar illustration. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. ~Romans 8:2223


  


  Jesus said the choice is ours. The stone comes for us all. We can run to it. Or we can try to run away. And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder. ~Matthew 21:44 NKJV


  


  Jesus gave a clear explanation for a couple of disasters that were causing confusion among the locals of His time. In an act of human wickedness, Pilate had slaughtered several Galileans. In a tragic accident, a tower in nearby Siloam had recently collapsed, killing eighteen workers.


  


  There were some present at that very time who told him [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And he answered them, Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. ~Luke 13:15


  


  Its curious how the bystanders were questioning Jesus about the sin condition of those who were killed. Did you notice that Jesus reaction was to shine the spotlight onto the survivors while highlighting the mindset of those asking the question? Jesus is telling them that when they see these things happening to others, apply the implications per-sonally, for no one is exempt. In other words, dont be so surprised the calamity happened to others, be surprised it did not happen you. The world is groaning under sineven ours! We are all are part of the problem. Just because we are forgiven does not mean our sinful tendencies no longer matter. Dont focus on the deadfocus on those who remain.


  


  It sounds almost like Jesus is threatening us. But in reality, it is a warning of what is inevitableunstoppable. C.S Lewis once said, The reason God cannot give us joy and happiness apart from Himself is because it simply doesn't exist. Lewis also wrote, We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.


  


  In Jesus first public discourse He encouraged all who would follow Him to, Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. ~Matthew 5:16


  


  And Isaiah gives a timely prophecy in the first three verses of chapter sixty:


  


  Verse 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.


  


  In the wilderness, Gods glory shone in the sky above the tabernacle via a shining cloud by day and a burning fire by night. On the day Solomons Temple was dedicated, the Glory of God was so intense the priests could not even stand, much less minister. But for the endtimes people of God (thats us) Gods Glory will come in a new and unique way.


  


  Christ proclaimed that Gods dwelling place is now in the hearts of His people. And Isaiah saw what Christ was planning centuries before it would be realized, The Glory of God has risen upon you! Isaiah is saying the people of the earth need look no further than Gods people to see Gods Glory. You might question the context of the promise or the timing of the same, but Isaiah provides both in the next verse.


  


  Verse 2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.


  


  The context and timing are clearas the world gets darker. Yes, when deep darkness covers the people of this world, the Lords glory will rise, but not upon the temple or the church services or even the sky. He will literally be seen upon His people. After salvation, we are left here on this planet with the same calling as Christto shine in the darkness. Thats why He encouraged all of His followers to be like Him. After revealing Himself as the light of the world, Jesus revealed something else:


  


  You are the light of the world…let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. ~Matthew 5:14 & 16 NLT


  


  The world is in a dark place, and if Gods people were all taken out of it, no one would be able to see. Our calling is not to thrive and prosper, dear reader. Our job is to shine, and to Love not our lives even in the face of death. ~Revelation 12:11 (my translation)


  


  Like a moth is drawn to a flame, God will draw people to our light if we are willing to shine. Sometimes I think we are tempted to run from the darkness when we should be running towards itlike the firemen on September 11, 2001. Those brave souls were the only ones moving towards the World Trade Towers that day. We remain in this world not to build bigger barns for ourselves, but to rescue those who are lost, and our comfort and convenience are not always guaranteed.


  


  Jesus greatest and brightest hour was spent on darkened cross. Even as death and darkness closed in around Him, Jesus was turning to the left and to the right to see who He could minister to. He drank the full cup. As Gods people, we too have so much to offer in the midst of disaster, if we are willing to shine for others in a world that is getting darker by the hour.


  


  We have one more thing to discuss from Isaiahs prophecy.


  


  Verse 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.


  


  There are few things more inspiring than a totally devoted person shining in the midst of adversity. I live in Africa where Nelson Mandela is an inspiration for everyone. He is revered here more than anyone else in modern history. Mandela is mostly known for the way he shined through the adversity thrown at him by his enemies. He suffered 27 years in prison as an innocent man guilty only of laying his life down for the cause of peace. Mandela was later released and awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The Bible speaks about all of us, in one way or another, being called to something similar. Consider what Peter said,


  


  But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. ~1 Peter 2:20b-21


  


  When a crisis like the COVID-19 pandemic occurs, it creates loss and suffering. The smallest suffering is inconvenience. The great-est is death. Both are real for the person involved. Whether your losses are small or great, please consider Pauls encouragement to,


  


  Count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ. ~Philippians 3:8


  


  We read earlier how Christ admonished His followers to be light for the world. In that same passage Jesus encouraged them to also be salt. The main purpose of salt is to make things more pleasantto taste better. That is our calling, dear reader. In the midst of hardship, we are the only view of God some people will ever see. And if we have lost our ability to see the goodness of God in the midst of trialswe have lost our saltiness. If we have lost our saltiness, how can we make things better for the person who has to swallow what is happening to them?


  


  One of my friends who lives in a neighborhood under quarantine is unable to travel far from his home. So, he decided to be salt and light for his neighbors. He went to each neighbors home and introduced himself. Hi, my name is Shawn and I am a Christian. I live in that yellow house over there and I wanted you to know that I am here for you. If you need anything please let me know and if I am able, I will help. Also, I pray often and I was wondering if there is anything in particular that you may need prayer for? Shawn said the results were joyous, No way was anyone offended. They were all touched powerfully.


  


  The issue for us is not whether or not COVID-19 is God sent. Because of sin, God has condemned the world, and all flesh must die. Therefore, we can expect to see the ravages of sin breaking out all around us. And yes, it is Gods penalty for sin. Its His way of showing humanity the effect sin is having upon everyone and everything. What we are seeing is Gods drama playing out in the natural world, demonstrating the effect our sin is having in the spiritual world. God is sovereign. and this is all part of His plan. Its not that God refuses to bless the ones outside of His Presence. Its that blessings are not possible outside of His Presence.


  


  Our place, in the midst of calamity (even judgement) is to stir one another up to good works. To lay our lives down for those around us is always the right thing to doeven for our enemies. That is what Jesus did when He walked the earth. We are called to follow Him and do the works that He dideven more!


  


  Someone might remind us that in John 3:17 Jesus told Nicodemus that He did not come into the world to condemn it. That is very true. But in the same breath Jesus added,


  


  Whoever believes in Me is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. ~John 3:18


  


  The full punishment for sin was laid upon Jesus. Mankind could never survive that. People ask, Why are things so bad? when they should be asking, How is it that we are still here? How is it that the consequence for our rebellion against God has been so modest?


  


  People who reject faith, often ask impossible questions. And the questions they ask often lead to greater darkness. One Ive heard many times is, How can a God of love allow so may bad things to happen? When the right question would be, How is it that God loves us so much that He would go to such lengths to restore what we have squandered?


  


   ~ 


  


  This discussion has been about how to make sense of the world when bad things happen to good people. Lets go back to the story we began with  Caught in the Act.


  


  The woman from John 8 was clearly in the wrong. She was guilty. And the idea that bad things should happen to bad people is what made it so easy for the Pharisees to look upon this woman without an ounce of pity. There she was, lying on the ground, likely half-naked, certainly humiliated, sobbingand yet no pity. She is guilty of gross sin. She deserves to die. That is the mantra. That is the fuel for the fire. Until Jesus turns up the heat.


  


  Jesus was not about to defend her actions. And neither did He come to judge (for she was already judged). He came to save and restore. Jesus turned up the heat by saying, Let the ones who are without sin cast the first stones. It was simple and reasonable. Bad things happen to bad people, so let those bad things be at the hand of good people. The problem with that is obviousno one is good. Not completely. We all know it. When it comes to living right before God, everyone falls short. The truth is, bad things do NOT happen to good peoplebecause there are no good people.


  


  For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. ~Romans 3:23


  


  The wages of sin is death. ~Romans 6:23a


  


  But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. ~Romans 6:23b


  The ones holding stones have been exposed. They are not good after all. They reluctantly drop their stones and slowly walk away. Jesus takes this opportunity to bend down and speak to the woman. Who is left to condemn you?, He asks. They…are…gone, she sobs in between breaths. Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more. That last phrase was not Jesus vindicating her. It was, however, Jesus announcing what He always does to the remorseful confessing soul. I am granting you time and space to repent. I am not here to judge you for you are already judged, as is the whole world. I am here to save you if you will repent and turn towards me.


  


  That is our light, our salt, our message. The world is messed up, it is groaning, and we are left behind for a reason. Check this out:


  


  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. ~Ephesians 2:10


  


  God created you and me to go through every trial of our time. It is not an accident that we are alive in this time, living in the place where we live. We also know that after saving us, God left us in this world to be His representatives as salt and light. And the verse listed above reveals that God actually prepared beforehand certain things that we should do for Him. These works are not things we dream up or plan on our own. They were decided by God long ago. Its up to us to discover them that we should walk in them for this is our purpose.


  


  Can we please read that again? For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.


  


  Thats powerful. Long ago, probably before you and I were even born, God first planned, and then prepared, good works for you and me to do! Are you kidding me? That means there is probably something on Gods to-do list for us to do today! I wonder if we will slow down long enough to notice what it is? It is easy to get so caught up in improving our own lives that we miss the God-moments that He has prepared for us to walk in.


  


  Psalm 37:23 promises the same thing in different words: The steps of a righteous man are surely ordered by the Lord. God prepared all of this ahead of timefor usthat we should walk in it. My wife Grace would remind me with a giant grin upon her face, We are on a grand adventure! Its like searching for hidden treasure and the Word of God as our treasure map. We simply ask the Holy Spirit to show us what He would have us do each day.


  


   ~ 


  


  I want to end this book by sharing one of my favorite missionary stories from the very first missionary ever. In Acts chapter 14, Luke tells a memorable story with a powerful lesson. When Paul and Barnabas first arrive at Lystra, God heals a man who was born crippled and the city goes wild with enthusiasm. The crowds respond by shouting, The gods have come to down to speak to us! Imagine, Paul and Barnabas, revered as godsHermes and Zeus respectively. Not long afterwards, some influential Jews arrived and turned the hearts of the people against them. Soon after, those same crowds who had received them as gods began to riot. They singled out Paul and beat him nearly to death. Eventually, they dragged him out of the city where they dropped him on the ground and left him to die.


  


  The rest of his team eventually caught up with Paul where they gathered around him and prayed for his recovery. Their prayers were answered and Paul rose up, shook the dust off of himself, and headed straight back into Lystra saying, It is through many tribulations we must enter the Kingdom of God. My wife and I have often reminded ourselves that when things are going badly, we are probably on the right track! If everything is going perfectly, we may have veered off the path.


  


  The details of our trials are not nearly as important as how we respond to our trials. It is our response that is pregnant with the potential to glorify God. A mentor of mine would remind me often, Dont waste your trials, you have to endure them anyway, you might as well make the most of them.


  Prayer Starter: God Almighty. You are my Creator. And You are my Savior. I am so thankful that you are also my Father. How is it that you are so mindful of me? How is it that you somehow live inside of me? How is it that You are here, always with me, always inside of me and yet, I am often unaware of Your presence? Lord, train me to be sensitive to Your word, Your heart, Your touch. Holy Spirit You, know everything about Godeven the deep things. Please reveal to me the best way to live in this fallen world to bring the greatest glory for Your name. If I can see Jesus more clearly and understand His life with more depth I just know I can love Him more deeply. Please help me see others the way Jesus does. If you help me see with His eyes I know I can lay my life down like He did. Holy Spirit, I would see Jesus…
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